fe 


- Question: What limits, congressional and presidential, 
are there to CIA activitles today? ; 


_ Answer: Law states that if the CIA does anything other 


. than gather pure intelligence, sich action must be ap- 
proved by the President and must be reported to appropri- 

_ ate congressional authority, which at the moment includes 
seven committees. tn 23 : a oar 


Q: Is the gathering of secret Intelligence adequately , 


protected? . 
A: At the moment it is not. 


For one, there are too many committees involved to 


_keep secrets. Secondly there is no adequate control over 
the people in intelligence. se eee hae, 
The CIA neads legislation to protect intelligence sources 
from disclosure by employes. There is. a Jaw which 
punishes an Agriculture Department employe who re- 
Jeases crop statistics without authorization, and there is a 
- law which punishes the Internal Revenue Service employe 
who releases an income tax return. We need a similar law 
to punish an employe who leaks secret intelligence. 


Q: Haven't some CIA agents takes unauthorized action? 


. Az Both the House and the Senate investigating commit- 
tees concluded that CIA was not out of control. The House 
committee said the CLA was too much under the control of 
the various presidents. . : : 


Of course there have been a few incidents of individual - 


action, but generally it’s pretty clear that the agents in the 
field were uncer direct orders, The only real question that 


remains involves the various assassination plots against — : 


Castro. And there, after eight months of investigation, the 


_£hurch Committee sald it really couldn’t determine who © 
pave the order, who condoned it, who approved it, where it - 


- stopped above or inside CIA. —~. : 


.--- Certainly it was once a tradition that certain things were 


better not written down but said. In 1962, I believe it was, 
- Attorney General Kennedy learned that there had been 
some attempts against Castro involving this stupid opera- 


tion with the Mafia. His only comment was, ‘don’t get in 


touch with the Mafia again without telling me”. 


‘+ / Qr Has the CIA been damaged substantially insofar'as 


its rapport with allies and forelgn agents is invesveit?. 
- ‘A: Certainly many people were frightened. They said 
they couldn’t work for us.anymore: : ot 


Foreign intelligence services clearly held up some of the « 


more sensitive material they had been giving us because. 
they feared it would show up in the U.S. press. : 

_ However, the CLA can now go back to these people and 
show them the final report; we can show them we did not 


yeveal our connections to foreign intelligence services: "- 


We can demonstrate our ability to run an intelligence 


business on American principles — while keeping import: © ; 


ant secrets. rae oy 


Q: How does. the Soviet Uniow conduct Its InteHigence’ ; 


"operation around the world? 


A: The Soviets have leAppravdebFisRelcwss 2 


intelligence gathering from us. ; . 
Their intelligence officers now operate in the open, 
nee eaupene Thay have catten rid of their 


ees pes ee 


- hostilities, We have stopped several wars from starting 
exactly inthatway, 0 0 Et 


* Q: Is Castro’s recent harddine due to Soviet pressure? 


a getting back to some reasonable relationship. He has 


rosibes: aleieRE TTT ARDGSSB0A0008-3 
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Gathering Secrets Is Easy > 


__. Willem & Colby, formar dirsetor of the Caniral Invelliganca ~ 
Agency, says i's tha a3asassmant of Intolligente not ina ; 
. gathering of secrats that Is diffievit ae 
Colby, who was CIA dirattor from 1973 to 1975 and who — Lu 
- ones handed the agansy's covart inielligante-gathering . = te, 
activities, sna racanily with editors of Tha San Diago Union. © 2 
Hore are some of his commoanb: Peon 2 ee 


polite lunch with someone and exchange perfectly ope} 
assessrnents of what is going on. . : 
The most important thing to reinember about t 
” gathering of intelligence js that it's the assessment not the . 
collection that is difficult. : oF = 
The Soviets have established an institute for the study of 
the U.S.A. They flatter the CIA because they realize the 
importance of research. a Bag Bae 
However, they still bump into the odd sergeant in the | 


bar in Bangkox and offer him $10,000 for information. — - 


Q: What is your reaction to. criticism that the CIA's 
Information prior to the last Mideast War was inaccurate? 
A: Intelligence is not crystal-ball perfect. It is designed 
to give us an appreciation of the forces involved, what the 
roblems are likely to be. oe : . 
In the Middie East war, for example, indications In the 
spring were that if there was no diplomatic and potitical 
progress, the chances of war would increase.” .- ons 
The estimate was that Isaraeli would do very welk.  — 
These items turned out to be true. ate = ee Ne 
- "The fact that was wrong was the statement made on the 
night of the Arab attack when we had contradictory 
information from both sides which indicated military 
action might only be another attempt to apply pressure for 
negotiations. Bes oe he ws a 
_ We were wrong for assuming what the Arabs ought to 


"have done, rather than what they sight do. 


"Tf we accurately predict what can happen, our govern- 
ment can go to work on both sides of the conflict to avoid 


Q: Do you think anything useful will come out of the new 
Investigation Into the assassinations of John Kennedy and 


' Martin Luther King? . 


_ Az The only useful thing that might happen is to settle 
the conspiracy theory. a guaatee’ ed 


"Ty think the investigation is legitimate, although I doubt 
there will be a substantial difference in the overall 


evaluation. 


on 


_ Oswald operated alone. 


- ? J am also convinced there was no CIA involvement in. 
" the events leading to the assassination of Mr. Kennedy. I 


know of no information that links Oswald with Castro 
other than Oswald participated in a few pro-Cuba parades 
in New Orleans. Castro, at one point in September of 1983, 
was said to have told a reporter that the people threaten- 
ing Cuba’s leaders should Jook to their own safehy.  - 


A: Castro in the early 60’s thought the Cuban revolution 
was going to sweep Latin America. The U.S. put together 
a political, economic and military aid program, and at the » 
end of the 60’s Castro had not swept Latin America. Castro 


then began to talk of. normalization, and we may be 
chariged his line with the Latin countries, trying to 


relationships. 


- 
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